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FOREWORD 
When we joined Roger Pearce last year, we were 
immediately impressed with what he had created in 
the Southern Africa Endurance Series. The passion, 
friendliness, and camaraderie the series was notable 
and refreshing. 

Since that first experience we started to work towards 
not only acquiring the series from Roger but looking 
at several ways to improve the series where possible. 
We engaged with our competitors and circuit owners 
with a view of bringing a top-notch event. 

 

COVID has destroyed many people’s lives in the past 2 years 
and motorsport is not immune to this. Motorsport is largely on 
its knees; with circuit owners and promoters both having 
carried a huge financial burden on their shoulders over this 
difficult period. If motorsport is to survive going forward, it is 
going to need the greater collective to pull together to make it 
so, with partnerships not seen before.  

We have taken a collective decision to partner with our competitors, circuit owners and strategic alliance 
partners, in partnerships that will not only continue to foster the camaraderie Roger started but also 
develop and grow an all-inclusive development of the South African landscape for greater gain for 
everyone involved. We as the collective must share in the risks and hardship and conversely bask in the 
successes and rewards, with the express aim of acceleration a combined future together.  

Our team have worked hard to bring a new and better show to our supporters and spectators.  

It’s a beautiful new baby that we must nurture and grow. Times will be tough and sometimes the baby 
may soil itself but once cleaned, it remains a beautiful baby and as such, we as the collective can get to 
the finish line together, with a happy and playful baby. 

Izak Spies 
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Southern African Endurance Series (SAES) is the endurance racing rights 

holder and promotor in South Africa, providing a platform to promote and grow 

their motorsport properties which include the SA GT National Championship, the 

SA Endurance Championship and the Virtual SA GT Championship.  

The fully incorporated company was formed by businessmen Xolile Letlaka, the 

majority shareholder, and Izak Spies last year, making Letlaka the first Black 

motorsport promotor in South Africa, while Spies is Chairman of the Board. 

 

”Southern African” is 

SAES’ goal in the 

longer term – to take 

endurance racing into 

Africa. 

 

The 2022 endurance calendar includes 12 rounds of the SA GT Championship across six events – there are 

two one-hour races for FIA-homologated GT3 racing machinery on the bill at each race day. The SA 

Endurance Championship features three, four and nine hour races across seven rounds at most of the major 

circuits around the country, maintaining its Inter-Provincial Championship status.  

SA GT and SAE share the platform at all rounds bar the SAE-only event at Dezzi Raceway in late August. 

SIM Racing has become a huge global phenomenon in recent years and SAES has fully embraced the virtual 

world with six rounds and twelve races on South African race tracks replicated in a digital format. The 

emphasis on the MSA licensed series is to simulate the real SA GT Championship to the greatest detail.  

The top-3 of the championship will be invited in December to a South African track to stand a chance and test 

a GT car in real life.  
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 The Southern Africa Endurance Series finds itself headed by a visionary for the 

series in the hands of Motorsport South Africa’s first Black Motorsport promotor Mr 

Xolile Letlaka. He is flanked by an equally successful Motorsport promotor and 

entrepreneur Mr Izak Spies, and it is with the vision, guidance, and assistance of 

these two businessmen that I get the honour and pleasure to carry the title of Chief 

Executive Officer of this series.   

As I approach another milestone in my over 30-year motorsport career, I find 

myself stepping back to take quick stock. What I find, takes my breath away.  

Almost a year ago to the day, the decision was taken to approach Roger Pearce 

(then owner and promoter) with a view of purchasing the Southern African 

Endurance Series (SAES) from him. The negotiations were relatively quick as 

Roger liked where I thought the SAES needed to go in the not-too-distant future. 

 

By October last year I had already started to pick my 

“Dream Team” to bring to fruition this dream I had for the 

series. Among some of the key appointments to the series 

was Eric Buijs, to handle our Media, Marketing and 

Communications department. A decision that has helped 

elevate the direction of the series past my initial thoughts 

for progress. This approach I made to Eric, was at this 

very circuit. A fitting opportunity to launch something new. 

Today, I get to share my message with the greater Motorsport community and more specifically with the petrolheads of 

Gqeberha. Our vision for this series is to take it to the next level in motorsport promotion. We aim to ultimately bring a 

roadshow to each of the Towns and Cities we visit that makes it a “Must Experience” event, annually. It must incorporate a 

static display that allows our followers and lovers of fast cars to engage with the drivers and teams, take photos, get 

autographs, and acquire branded merchandise. All this before we get to see the cars take to the circuit on that race 

weekend. Added to this, we see a carnival type atmosphere that services the entire family. 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE DESK OF THE CEO 
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All these dreams start with doing just one new thing at each event. For 

this event, we have been greedy in as much as offering our fans and 

spectators more than just one new thing for this event. We have 

become the first promoter to offer its own, specifically designed 

motorsport online ticketing system that leaves the entire process 

paperless. Something that not only makes its small contribution to the 

preservation of the environment but also reduces the risk of exposure 

to potentially harmful viruses for both our visitors and staff alike. Then, 

and another first, we bring to you, the spectator the first e-Zine 

Programme. To my knowledge, never has a South African Motorsport 

promoter offered not only a free to read and use race day 

preprogramme but in an electronic format.  

The launch of this electronic magazine (e-Zine) programme sees an 

extremely dynamic process for the end user. It is free, simple to use in 

the palm of your hand. It is also dynamic in the sense that it gets 

refreshed as the news develops over a weekend, such as the race 

results and provisional championship standings. 

It will also offer you special links to video content that no other 

program in the past has ever been able to do. I am sure you too can 

now see why I was breathless with excitement of what we have in our 

hands on race day. 

In closing, I want to thank Eric and his team for their tireless 

enthusiasm, dedication, and drive to keep bringing us new and 

exciting things. I want to thank my “Dream Team” for doing a great job 

at our inaugural event last month and for bringing us another great 

event this weekend.  

I then most importantly, I want to thank Xolile and 

Izak for your ongoing support and patience with me 

as I strive to create this great vision that I have for 

the Southern African Endurance Series and lastly, I 

want to wish each and every racing driver and 

support team the best of luck this weekend. 
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AFRICA RACE TOGETHER FOUNDATION – 

PROMOTING DIVERSITY IN MOTORPORT 
By: David Ledbitter 

The Africa Race Together Foundation is the brainchild of Xolile Letlaka, a successful businessman 
and motorsport enthusiast. The mission of the non-profit foundation is to initiate sustainable 
investment in talent, communities, events and organizations to grow motorsport both at a national 

and international level.  

Through his initiative, he has already 
given both Stuart White and lady-racer 
Lonika Maartens an opportunity to 
compete overseas to further their 
careers. 

White is competing in the GT World 
Challenge Endurance this year, having 
secured a seat in the Emil Frey 
Lamborghini Team. His first race at 
Imola in early April saw the crew in 
contention for the Silver Cup podium  

 

but the team was caught out by a pitstop just before a safety car period which gave their competitors a 
‘free’ pitstop. 

Letlaka formed the first all-Black African team to compete in the famous Kyalami 9-Hour, recruiting 
Tschops Sipuka and Philip Kekana as co-drivers as a homage to their missed international racing 
careers despite their obvious talent behind the wheel. The team finished on the SA GT class podium in 
their first outing together. 

Adopting his credo of “lift as we rise”, the A.R.T Foundation aims to attract passionate and capable 
youngsters into the sport across all structures including engineering, mechanics, catering, logistics and 
media. 

 



 

 

 

The Foundation will embark on a roadshow, visiting High 

Schools and tertiary institutions across South Africa to identify 

talent in the Maths, Science and Technology fields with a view 

to offering bursaries to further their careers and recruit 

students into the motorsport industry. 

 

 

The pilot programme has already borne fruit with the establishment of an all-Black 

crew of drivers, mechanics and engineers who competed in the East London 

round of the 2021 SA Endurance Series in a Backdraft Roadster, funded by Into 

Africa. 

The duo of Kwanele Letlaka and Xolela Njumbuxa recorded a fourth place finish 

on their circuit-racing debut, also recording a credible fourth place finish in their 

class. 

 

In addition to his sponsorship of the A.R.T Foundation, he has also become 

the first Black motorsport promotor, registered with Motorsport South Africa, 

after establishing the Southern African Endurance Series, the business 

responsible for running the SA GT Championship and South African 

Endurance racing. Letlaka has already made his mark by gaining National 

Championship status for the SA GT Championship, which features a seven 

round calendar in 2022. 
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WHO WILL WIN THE SAGT TURF WAR? 
PREVIEW: SAGT National Championship Rd 3 and 4 

The SA GT National Championship has transformed into something 

of a Coastal vs Inland teams battle following the opening two rounds 

at Red Star last month, where the podiums were dominated by the 

seaside teams. The up-country crews are set to unleash their 

machinery in a bid to overturn the status quo at Aldo Scribante 

Racetrack in Gqeberha (Port Elizabeth) which hosts two one-hour 

races as rounds three and four of the 12-round championship. 

Local race fans have no less than five home grown ‘racing sons’ to 

cheer on, with three Scribantes, Michael Stephen and Daniel Rowe 

on the entry list. 

Heading the title race is Capetonian Dayne Angel in his Autohaus 

Angel Ferrari 488 GT3 following a win and second place at the 

opening skirmish, leaving the youngster two points ahead at this early 

stage of the season. 

Silvio Scribante powered his Cemza Cement Lamborghini Huracan 

GT3 to a win and third place last time out, beating brother Aldo who 

picked up a second and third place in his moody grey Scribante 

Concrete Lamborghini Huracan GT3. The sibling rivalry sees Silvio 

three points to the good over Aldo and with equal knowledge of the 

2.48km race track, this battle is too close to call. 

Another twist to the family rivalry sees 78-year-old Celso Scribante 

(Aldo and Silvio’s Dad) in a third Scribante Lamborghini Huracan 

GT3, partnered by local Volkswagen factory driver Daniel Rowe. 

Celso won both EP Saloon Car races last month, so cannot be 

discounted from the mix, especially paired with the hard-charging 

Rowe in the cockpit. 

In yet another twist to the story, Daniel’s Grandfather Lionel raced for 

Aldo Scribante I, Celso’s Dad and Silvio and Aldo II’s Grandfather… 

Michael Stephen, one of South Africa’s best known racing drivers, 

possibly knows his way around the track better than anyone racing 

today. He shared Aldo Scribante’s Lamborghini last time out – setting 

an all-time new Red Star Raceway lap record in the process - and 

shares second place on the points table; this time out he is sharing 

the Ultimate Outlaws McLaren MP4-12C with Izak Spies, the 

Chairman of Southern African Endurance Series. 
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Spies missed the opening rounds as he awaited spares which 
were held up in customs, and is raring to bag maximum points to 
kick-start his season.  

One inland driver with ambitions to claim the SAGT championship 
is Charl Arangies, sharing his Stradale Audi R8 GT3 with young 
hotshot Arnold Neveling. Arangies is the reigning inter-provincial 
GT Champion and knows how to pedal a sportscar to its maximum 
design capabilities and must be regarded as a favourite to take a 
win or two. 

Possibly the most exciting new entry is the rumbling 6.3 litre V8 
engined-Mercedes-AMG GT3 entered by Bigfoot Express CEO 
Sun Moodley, well known for his drives in endurance racing. He 
hasn’t been behind the wheel for some time, and will be getting to 
grips with his new machine after racing Porsche’s for many years. 

Marius Jackson will be out in his new MegaFibre Audi GT3. He 
gave his new car a shakedown at a recent regional race with 
impressive results and will be watched with interest as he gains 
around 17% more power racing at the coast. 

Another exciting entry is 18-year-old Kwanda Mokoena in a GT4-
spec Into Africa/Amandla Coal Audi R8. Mokoena is a protégé of 
the Africa Race Together foundation established by SAES 
shareholder Xolile Letlaka earlier this year. The ART foundation 
aims to promote diverse talent in motorsport, and Mokoena is a 
perfect example of the foundation at work, having honed his racing 
abilities in the VW Polo Cup series. 

Mokoena debuted his Audi at Zwartkops last month and adapted 
well to his steep learning curve, driving sensibly to bring the car 
home and bank the experience and lessons learned ahead of his 
SAGT debut. 

Rounding out the SAGT entry is Marcel Angel in his normally 
aspirated Autohaus Angel Ferrari 458 GT3. Angel Sr is no 

stranger to GT racing, competing on occasion at tracks around the 
country as his schedule has allowed. 

Scribante, Angel or Stephen, Arangies or Jackson? Or someone 
else? Close SAGT racing is guaranteed. 

Fridays sees three free practice sessions with official qualifying 
scheduled for 16h30. Saturday’s first one-hour race starts at 
09h40 with round four starting at 13h10. 

SAGT is powered by Fast Racing Fuels and Michelin Tyres 
exclusively keeping the cars glued to the track. The races will be 
live-streamed courtesy of Toys-R-Us South Africa. 
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“When the flag drops, we all know what the deal is” 
By Dave Ledbitter 

 
You’re reading this sitting at a motor racing circuit 
called Aldo Scribante. Have you ever wondered who 
Aldo Scribante was, and why he has a circuit named 
after him? 

We have, so we did a little digging…this is the 
Scuderia Scribante story. 

Aldo Scribante emigrated from Italy in 1937 and joined 

his brother Franco in the construction industry, which 
is now in its third generation of Scribante ownership. 

Being Italian, Aldo had a passion for fast cars and 
became involved in local motorsport, sponsoring two 
Lotus Seven sports cars driven by Dennis Guscott and 
Lionel Rowe. In an ironic twist of coincidence, Aldo’s 
son Celso is racing today in a Lamborghini Huracan 
GT3, shared with Lionel Rowe’s grandson, Daniel! 

The South African Formula One Championship was 
established in 1960, which prompted Aldo to buy a  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Lotus 21 Climax, which he  
entered under the Scuderia Scribante name (Scuderia 
means “stable” in Italian.) 

In 1962, Scuderia Scribante entered the SA Grand 
Prix in East London, where Neville Lederle raced to 
sixth place. In 1965, Aldo bought the Brabham BT-11 
Repco which was raced to victory by Sir Jack 
Brabham in that year’s Rand Grand Prix – after the 
day’s racing, the car remained in South Africa. 

1970 saw Scuderia Scribante win the SA F1 

Championship with Dave Charlton behind the wheel of 
a Lotus 49C Cosworth before teaming up with Lucky 
Strike to enter a Lotus 72D in 1971,  

which earned the team three consecutive SA F1 
Championships. 

Scuderia Scribante’s championship-winning streak 
continued in 1974 and 1975 with Charlton behind 

the wheel of a McLaren M23 Cosworth before the 
SA single-seater championship switched to the 
more affordable Formula Atlantic cars, where 
Scuderia Scribante continued to compete with a 
March 76B BDA. 

The race track 

The Algoa Motor Sport Club used to hold races on 
public roads, closed for the occasion, which was 
not ideal. Looking to create a permanent facility the 
City of Port Elizabeth made land available and the 
2.48km track, which features five right-hand turns 

and three left-hand corners, was built at a cost of 
approximately R80 000.  

The club President, Louis Kritzinger called 

Aldo for a “brief chat” and left with Aldo’s  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
promise of financial support! With assistance from 
both GM and Ford, the AMSC contributed R25 000, 
with Aldo Scribante undertaking the construction 
work at cost and financing the balance in an 
interest-free loan payable as and when the club 
had funds available. 

It was a fitting tribute that the circuit was named 
after Aldo Scribante, whose legacy within the sport 
continues after he passed away in 2003. 
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The track opened on 30th November 1974, with a 
crowd of 12 000 attending the inaugural event. The 
fastest driver of the day was Ray Emond in his Key 

Chevrolet ‘Little Chev’ Firenza, who circulated in a 
time of 1 minute 10 seconds at an average speed of 
127km/h. 

Scuderia Scribante today  

Scuderia Scribante went dormant after the single 
seater championship folded.  Silvio won numerous 
regional karting titles and three National Karting 
championships before he was snapped up as a 
works Opel driver for five years, winning the Group 
N Class E and Class C titles. 

The third generation Scribantes, brothers Aldo and 
Silvio and cousin Franco, revived Scuderia 
Scribante in 2016 after acquiring a pair of ex Audi 
production cars, which were raced across the 
country. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Today, Scuderia Scribante is fielding  
three Lamborghini Huracan GT3s for  
Aldo, Silvio and their 78-year-young  
Dad Celso, who is sharing his car with  
Daniel Rowe. 

Silvio won the One-Hour SAGT race at the Kyalami 
9-Hour in February and won the first round of the 
SA GT National Championship at Red Star 
Raceway in April, adding a third place in round two 
to lie just two points away from the top of the 
championship standings and three ahead of Aldo, 
who claimed a second and third at the opening two 
rounds. 

No story about Scuderia Scribante will be complete 
without cousin Franco, who races a trio of radical 
race cars. His Porsche 997, in unrestricted form 
competing in the G+H serie, is capable of pushing 
out 1250bhp although it is never raced in that 
configuration. He has won multiple SA titles and is a 
regular competitor in the Simola Hillclimb where he 
races a jaw-dropping, radical be-winged Nissan GT-
R and a historic Chevron B19, powered by twin 
Hayabusa motors! 

Scuderia Scribante has a proud history in South 
Africa’s rich motorsport tapestry, which lives on 
today with “gen 3”. 

With appreciative thanks to Aldo Scribante II and Mike Monk, Car 

Magazine January 1975, www.AMSC.co.za 
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SA ENDURANCE PODIUM FIGHT WIDE OPEN 
 

PREVIEW: SA Endurance Championship 

The second round of the SA Endurance Championship is wide 
open as the top two in the championship standings will be racing 
in Europe, leaving the way open for a titanic battle to fill the three 
steps of the podium and shuffle the championship points log. 

Round one winner Mikaeel Pitamber will be in Germany preparing 
for his DTM Trophy race the following weekend, while second 
placed Nick Adcock/Michael Jensen are racing in the European 
Le Mans Series at Imola. 

Riaan Botma and the talented Jeffrey Kruger head into round two 
as favourites for victory in their Auto Investments Ligier JS53 Evo 
2-Honda which would propel them to the top of the points 
standings after their podium finish at round one.  

It won’t be easy though, as stiff competition can be expected from 
Hein Lategan and Verissimo Tavares and their Porsche 991 GT3 
Cup-specification car – exactly the same model that won the first 
round in Pitamber’s and Michael Stephen’s hands. Lategan is a 
veteran race and rally driver, and swept to three podiums from 
four endurance race starts last year. 

Given a clean run, Brian Martin and Trevor Graham should be in 
podium contention in their Backdraft Slingshot Lexus V8, 
kickstarting their campaign after a non-finish last month, chased 
by fellow Backdraft works drivers Mike McLoughlin/Steve Clark. 

Class E is Backdraft Cobra territory, with eight of the classic open 
top cars in the field. Collin Ellison and Greg Thornton lead the 
class championship in their Titan Historic F1 Racing-entered 
black and gold machine, joined by Christopher Radloff as a third 
driver on this occasion. 

Eyeing victory following a superb second in class last 
month, Benjamin and Crisjan Moogenrood will be joined by 
their tutor, Dad Ben Morgenrood, which will add a great deal 
of extra interest to the class race. 
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The Team Qhubani entry is another crew on the up and 
up; Bapi Rubuluza and Baphumze Rubuluza ended third 
in class with a solid, quick and clean run and they will be 
out to at least repeat their Red Star result. 

Keen to open their account will be father and son combo 
of Harm and Barend Pretorius, having finished second in 
one of the PE rounds last year. Also keen on a big point 
haul will be Phillip Meyer and Dean Wolson, whose 
consistency saw them end the 2021 Cobra Challenge 
second overall. Joining the fray are father/son combo 
Manfred and Brett Schroder, Manfred being a former 
Ford factory driver in off-road racing. 

Polo Cup lady racer Karah Hill is twinned with Trevor 
Bland in a Kalex-backed VW Polo in class D, joined by 
Cape newcomers David and Roberto Franco and Danie 
van Niekerk in a similar Graphix Supply World VW Polo. 

Kwanda Mokoena will have his mentor and sponsor 
Xolile Letlaka, the pair entered in the MJR-run Into 
Africa/Amandla Coal Audi R8 GT4. Mokoena will be fresh 
off two one-hour SAGT races and is looking to add to his 
knowledge bank as he progresses as a member of the 
Africa Race Together Foundation. 

Rounding out the entry is Sun Moodley in his new Bigfoot 
Express Mercedes-AMG GT3, although he is only racing 
for the first hour. 

Practice and qualifying takes place on Friday, with the 4-
hour endurance race scheduled to start at 15h00, racing 
into darkness, which adds an extra dimension for 
spectators as glowing exhausts and brakes adds to the 
spectacle.   
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BACKDRAFT 
COBRAS DESCEND ON ALDO SCRIBANTE 

A gaggle of Backdraft Cobras head to the Aldo Scribante 

circuit in Gqeberha next weekend for the second round of 

the South African Endurance Series. 

Like the opening round at Red Star Raceway a month ago, 

the event is a four-hour race, kicking off at 3 pm on 

Saturday May 14 and ending in darkness. Last year’s Aldo 

event was a brace of three-hour races, both won by Steve 

Clark/Reghard Roets, who went on to win the championship 

overall. 

The Cobras have become the backbone of SAES and at least 

eight of these identical “spec” racers have been entered. 

Spearheading the field is the Titan Historic F1 entry of Greg 

Thornton and Colin Ellison, who drove a near-flawless race at 

Red Star to take a reasonably comfortable win despite a late 

unscheduled stop when their rear lights failed. 

But they’re unlikely to have it their own way this time round. A 

number of teams were slowed by early-season niggles at the 

opening round and word has it that it has been a case of all 

hands on deck at workshops around the country. 

Looking particularly competitive are the Morgenrood brothers, 

who finished a fighting second at RSR. The two have improved 

steadily over the last year, 20-year-old Chrisjan joining the 

series at the beginning of last year with only some oval track 

experience to his name. Benjamin, who turned 22 in February, 

showed some impressive pace in V8 Supercars and both are 

starting to pair speed with the consistency needed in 

endurance racing.  

They probably have no better tutor and their father is South 

African motorsport legend Ben Morgenrood, whose career 

dates back to the 1960s. As it turns out, Benjamin snr will join 

the driver line-up in the Ben Morgenrood Motors entry and the 

Randfontein-based team must surely be eyeing their first 

victory. 

33 



 

 

 

If proof was needed that steady driving gets results, 

it was the bronze medal position for Team Qhubani. 

Despite a lack of experience they seldom put a foot 

wrong around RSR, and preserved the car perfectly. 

Both Bapi Rubuluza and Fikile Holisama have shown 

that they have decent pace on a clear track they now 

need to be more assertive when there is traffic 

around. But every outing builds that bank of 

experience that is so essential. 

Keen to open their account will be father and son 

combo of Harm and Barend Pretorius, having 

finished second in one of the PE rounds last year. 

Also keen on a big point haul will be Phillip Meyer 

and Dean Wolson, whose consistency saw them end 

the 2021 Cobra Challenge second overall. Joining 

the fray are father/son combo Manfred and Brett 

Schroder, Manfred being a former Ford factory driver 

in off-road racing 

What has made the sub-category – class E of the 

South African Endurance Series to be precise - so 

exciting is the similarity of the cars. 

"By limiting the choices of various key components 

we are striving to achieve two things,” says Brian 

Martin of Backdraft Racing. “on one hand we can 

keep costs down and also provide a support truck 

loaded with exchangeable components, and on the 

other hand we create a platform for close racing." 

In these tough economic times it is what racers are 

looking for, and the cars are fun to drive and 

spectacular at the limit and Aldo Scribante should 

show that once again. The good news is that there 

are cars available to hire or purchase outright, and 

anyone who thinks they have what it takes should 

get in touch with Backdraft Racing. 
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 David Ledbitter 

DL: I’m not a fan of single-car 
images during a race. I create my 
album of single-car images during 
practice and qualifying sessions, 
where I also have time to produce 
panning images.  Panning 
requires a lot of practice and 
patience. Pro snappers will tell 
you that their strike rate is very 
low, but that ‘one’ image is worth 
it!  

My favourite places to shoot 
action images at Aldo Scribante 
are marked on the map. Being 
accredited, I can stand a little 
closer and my absolute favourite 
spot is in the run-off area at Turn 
7. The cars drop down from the 
hairpin so I can capture multi-car 
images all the way through the 
corner. 

My next favourite place is the 
Esses (T3) where my images 
show racing action. If you’re 
lucky, a car will clip the inside 
kerb and lift a wheel – or two. 
Turn 8 is another great spot to 
catch action images of cars 
grouped together, as well as a 
‘convoy’ of cars approaching the 
corner. It’s also a great place to 
catch overtaking maneuvers, 
especially near the end of the 
race as drivers battle for position. 

Be alert however, as I have seen 
a car suffer mechanical problems 
and plough straight on into the 
wall, ending up the bank! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       Eric Buijs                      

EB: Aldo Scribante is in my opinion 
one of the best tracks in the country to 
take good racing photos without 
requiring special track-side access or 
media accreditation.  

The sheer accessibility of corners is a 
great advantage. You can literally 
drive around the outside of the circuit 
and park at any spot to photograph 
the action. Your only limitation 
depends on your equipment and in 
particular the focal length of your 
lenses. The SAES series is a great 
event to shoot as you have different 
types of “daylight” to work with. You’ll 
quickly find out that a picture at 
midday is completely different to an 
image taken at sunset.  
I always try to find different angles, 
different perspectives and I prepare by 
looking back at my work from previous 
outings to prevent repetition.  

Turn 6 is one of my favourite corners 
to work at and it has two great spots 
for novice photographers. You can get 
really close to the cars. The whole 
corner is a magnificent canvas to play 
with. 

I totally agree with Dave on Turn 3, in 
particular for the start of the race. I 
would recommend the use high(ish) 
shutters speeds up to 1/800sec. Try to 
move around, even just half a meter 
sideways or up or down and you will 
get a complete different perspective of 
the shots. 

 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

HINTS FOR 

SPECTATORS 
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Panning opposite the pit lane is 
also a great place to be at Aldo 
Scribante. With a relative high 
shutter speed, you will easily get 
a panning effect. Since the cars 
are at top-speed, you won’t need 
to go much lower than 1/320th to 
get a proper blurred background. 
The people working in the pitlane 
will provide you with your desired 
effect. Capturing two cars 
overtaking each other, while 
focussing on just one of them is 
an easy trick to enhance the 
speed in your photo as well! 

DL: The blue stars on the map 
show great spots for spectators to 
capture great images; Turns 3 
and 6 are the closest you can get 
to the circuit. Any part of the track 
is suitable for trying out your 
slow-shutter panning skills and 
don’t forget to visit the pits. 
There’s plenty of opportunity to 
shoot the drivers (with a camera!) 
and the mechanics hard at work. 
Look for abstract photo 
opportunities while you’re there. 

Camera settings 

How long is a piece of string? 
Everyone wants a particular type 
of image.  Depending on the 
weather, I use as low an ISO 
setting as possible and always 
shoot in Manual mode and JPEG 
Fine quality.  

I need sharp shots! But I also 
want a level of motion in the rims 
and tyres, so I’ll rarely stray over 
1/800th. My Nikon D500 is usually 
found between 1/640th and 
1/400th for the faster parts of the 
track. At slower corners I drop 
that down even further. 

Panning?  Start at 1/200th until 
you’re comfortable, then keep 
dropping your shutter speed and 
see how your images come out. 
My slowest sharp image to date 
was 1/60th but I’ll be playing at 
Aldo Scribante as slow as 1/25th. 

 

When it gets dark during the SA 
Endurance race, head to a corner 
braking zone and look for glowing 
brakes, or cars spitting flames 
under braking. 

EB: Shutter speed is key in 
motorsport photography, in my 
opinion. Motorsport is all about 
speed, and static wheels don’t 
belong in a motorsport album. The 
exception to the rule is when you 
take a group shot and all the cars 
in the image need to be sharp. 

High shutter speeds are not out of 
bounds in the sport per se. 
Whenever you shoot a car coming 
straight at you or it moves away 
from you, high shutter speed is 
your only savior for a crisp shot. 
When you don’t see the rotating 
wheels, you can go all the way up 
to a maximum shutter speed. The 
lowest possible aperture will 
create a soft background. 

It is worth the effort to put your 
camera on a tripod after sunset. 
Use a shutter speed of up to 20 
seconds and a wide angle lens to 
create exciting light trails in the 
dark. 

Giving single advice on settings is 
almost impossible. The slightest 
change in light or cloud cover 
immediately throws a spanner in 
the works. You need to master all 
the settings on your camera, but 
most important, is to have fun 
taking pictures. I have already 
mentioned it, but moving around a 
little, finding a spot that is different 
to other photographers and 
position yourself low to the ground 
often does the magic. 
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Safety: 

A few basic, common-sense 
rules apply. 

The pit lane is out of bounds 
during the races. 

Don’t get in the way of 
mechanics working in the pits 

When you are trackside and 
you have your ideal settings, 
don’t look at every image 
you’ve taken on the screen. 
Follow the race, look for 
unfolding action, and stay 
alert! When things go wrong 
in a race – and they do – it 
happens very quickly! 

 

Being alert means listening out for 
an engine note that hasn’t 
changed as the others do, or 
squealing tyres, indicating a lock-
up. 

Most of all, enjoy your day with the 
Southern African Endurance 
Series! 

If you fancy a MSA media training 
and become an official MSA 
media accredited photographer, 
go to www.motorsport.co.za for 
more information.  

 

Text and photography by David Ledbitter 
and Eric Buijs. David and Eric both have 
won the MSA Photographer of the Year 
award in 2013 and 2014 respectively. 
They are both founding members of the 
MSA Media Committee and staff members 
of the South African Endurance series. 
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