
 

 

 





 

 

 

2 



 

 

  

FRIDAY 22ND  JULY 

4 



 

 

 

SATURDAY 23
 

SATURDAY 23RD JULY

5 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FOREWORD 

5 

The Southern African Endurance Series has started 
an unintended tradtion of bring something new at 
each and every round of our championship. A tradition 
I fear we could run out of ideas for one day but until 
we get there, hell why not, lets keep it going. 

At round 1 at Red Star in Delmas we not only 
launched the new series, which incorporated a new 
look and feel to the series, we also brought a new way 
of live reporting. Added to this, we redesigned the pit 
lane to accommodate the wide GT3 race cars. That 
event was a resounding success with us leaving with 
a new all time lap record for the circuit. 

 

Round 2 at Qheberha the team ramped up the deliverables to 
introduce a first ever purpopse built online motorsport race 
ticket system that made the entire process paperless and 
cashless. Then the team said, while we are at it, why not bring 
a first ever online race day program? So, we ended up with 2 
new items to motorsport. 

Round 3 was scheduled to run at the Phakisa circuit in Welkom but due to circuit challenges they were 
unable to host us. This then gave birth to a whole new bundle of ideas for something new. 

Enter the Winter Motorsport Festival. East London is host to Round four on the calendar which gave us 
the opportunity to do a double header event to incorporate the lost Round 3. This opened the door to offer 
some festivities on the Friday night for the diehard petrol heads in the greater Buffalo City district. 

When we talk festival, we think speed, wine and song. Yes... why not. Enter the Street to strip drag racing 
challenge, the Show and Shine competition and a first again, a GT race driver meet and greet. And then 
yes... Our team decided to mimic the famous Bathurst 12 hour GT race with a pre dawn start for the 
Endurance class. 

 

 

 

 

 

Ladies and Gents, this is a first for South Africa. Enjoy. 



 

 

 

Southern African Endurance Series (SAES) is the endurance racing rights holder and promotor in South 

Africa, providing a platform to promote and grow their motorsport properties which include the SA GT National 

Championship, the SA Endurance Championship and the Virtual SA GT Championship.  

The fully incorporated company was formed by businessmen Xolile Letlaka, the majority shareholder, and Izak 

Spies last year, making Letlaka the first Black motorsport promotor in South Africa, while Spies is Chairman of 

the Board. 

 

”Southern African” is 

SAES’ goal in the 

longer term – to take 

endurance racing into 

Africa. 

 

The 2022 endurance calendar includes 12 rounds of the SA GT Championship across six events – there are 

two one-hour races for FIA-homologated GT3 racing machinery on the bill at each race day. The SA 

Endurance Championship features three, four and nine hour races across seven rounds at most of the major 

circuits around the country, maintaining its Inter-Provincial Championship status.  

SA GT and SAE share the platform at all rounds bar the SAE-only event at Dezzi Raceway in late August. 

SIM Racing has become a huge global phenomenon in recent years and SAES has fully embraced the virtual 

world with six rounds and twelve races on South African race tracks replicated in a digital format. The 

emphasis on the MSA licensed series is to simulate the real SA GT Championship to the greatest detail.  

The top-3 of the championship will be invited in December to a South African track to stand a chance and test 

a GT car in real life.  
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AFRICA RACE TOGETHER FOUNDATION – 

PROMOTING DIVERSITY IN MOTORPORT 
By: David Ledbitter 

The Africa Race Together Foundation is the brainchild of Xolile Letlaka, a successful businessman 

and motorsport enthusiast. The mission of the non-profit foundation is to initiate sustainable 

investment in talent, communities, events and organizations to grow motorsport both at a national 

and international level.  

Through his initiative, he has already 

given both Stuart White and lady-racer 

Lonika Maartens an opportunity to 

compete overseas to further their 

careers. 

White is competing in the GT World 

Challenge Endurance this year, having 

secured a seat in the Emil Frey 

Lamborghini Team. His first race at 

Imola in early April saw the crew in 

contention for the Silver Cup podium  

but the team was caught out by a pitstop just before a safety car period which gave their competitors 

a ‘free’ pitstop. 

Letlaka formed the first all-Black African team to compete in the famous Kyalami 9-Hour, recruiting 

Tschops Sipuka and Philip Kekana as co-drivers as a homage to their missed international racing 

careers despite their obvious talent behind the wheel. The team finished on the SA GT class podium in 

their first outing together. 

Adopting his credo of “lift as we rise”, the A.R.T Foundation aims to attract passionate and capable 

youngsters into the sport across all structures including engineering, mechanics, catering, logistics and 

media. 
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The Foundation will embark on a roadshow, visiting High 
Schools and tertiary institutions across South Africa to identify 
talent in the Maths, Science and Technology fields with a view 
to offering bursaries to further their careers and recruit 
students into the motorsport industry. 

 

 

The pilot programme has already borne fruit with the establishment of an all-
Black crew of drivers, mechanics and engineers who competed in the East 
London round of the 2021 SA Endurance Series in a Backdraft Roadster, 
funded by Into Africa. 

The duo of Kwanele Letlaka and Xolela Njumbuxa recorded a fourth place 
finish on their circuit-racing debut, also recording a credible fourth place finish 
in their class. 

In addition to his sponsorship of the A.R.T Foundation, he has also 
become the first Black motorsport promotor, registered with Motorsport 
South Africa, after establishing the Southern African Endurance Series, 
the business responsible for running the SA GT Championship and South 
African Endurance racing. Letlaka has already made his mark by gaining 
National Championship status for the SA GT Championship, which 
features a seven round calendar in 2022. 
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A CAULDRON OF TARMAC AWAITS SA GT  

PREVIEW: SAGT National Championship Rd 5 - 7 

South Africa’s fastest racing cars are set to tackle the country’s 

fastest racing circuit for rounds five, six and seven of the SA GT 

National Championship at the historic East London Grand Prix Circuit 

as part of a two-day Winter Motorsport Festival this weekend. 

With four different winners from the opening four races, the only 

certainty is that the championship leaderboard will change as the 

current log leader, Dayne Angel, and third placed Michael Stephen 

will be absent. 

With 105 points on offer over the three one-hour races, second-

placed Silvio Scribante (Cemza Cement Lamborghini Huracan GT3) 

is in the pound seats, the quick Port Elizabethan boasting one win 

and three podiums from the opening four races. 

Brother Aldo Scribante (Scribante Concrete Lamborghini Huracan 

GT3) is ten points behind in fourth position with one win and one 

podium to his name. 

The sibling rivalry is always a highlight of the SA GT championship 

and with the correct strategy either Scribante could stand on the top 

step of the podium. 

The danger men should be Charl Arangies and Arnold Neveling and 

their Pagid Racing/Stradale Motorsport Audi R8 LMS GT3. The Pro-

category pairing took a victory and a second place in their first outing 

in Port Elizabeth in May, so fans can expect fireworks from the 

Vereeniging-based squad. 

Marius Jackson will debut his newly upgraded MJR Motorsport Audi 

R8 LMS Evo 2, the first such enhancement in Africa. The Evo 2 Audi 

Motorsport upgrade package includes improved suspension, shock 

absorbers, an improved computer management system and an 

uprated aero package as well as an air-conditioner for comfort!  

This specification brings the Audi bang up to date with the cars that 

compete in the various global GT3 series and is the same 

specification as raced by Kelvin van der Linde in the DTM series. 

10



 

 

 
Marcel Angel, with two fifth place finishes from his one outing, will 
be behind the wheel of absent son Dayne’s Autohaus Angel 
Ferrari 458 GT3, looking to take points away from their rivals, with 
back-up coming from Jason Ibbotson in his normally-aspirated 
Autohaus Angel Ferrari 458 GT3. 

Sun Moodley, having endured a baptism of fire on the debut of his 
new Bigfoot Express Mercedes-AMG GT3, will be far more 
comfortable in his car with more mileage under his belt, and will be 
looking to move up the results sheets. 

Rounding out the entry list is Kwanda Mokoena in his Amandla 
Coal/Into Africa MJR Motorsport run Audi R8 GT4. The 18-year-
old is no slouch, having taken pole position for the SA Endurance 
race in May. 

Thursday’s action sees the SA GT cars on track for four free 
practice sessions ahead of qualifying at 16h00 hours. 

The first one-hour race on Friday starts at 14h40; when the racing 
is over all the Southern African Endurance cars (SA GT and SA 
Endurance) will be on display with the drivers in attendance. The 
evening’s entertainment includes a Show and Shine as well as 
Street to Strip Drag Racing on the main straight. A flea market and 
food stalls, alongside a kiddies jumping castle area will be in 
operation until 9pm. 

Saturday’s pair of races start at 11h50 and 15h55, with all-day 
track action to entertain the fans. 

Tickets are available at the gate or from the SAES website, 
www.saeseries.com/shop. Prices are R100 for Friday, (R50 after 

the racing); Saturday tickets cost R100, while a weekend pass 
costs R150.  
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LORD 

OF THE 

RINGS 
 THE MJR MOTORSPORT STORY 
                             By David Ledbitter 

Marius Jackson’s MJR Motorsport 
business has come a long way in a 
short space of time with expansion 
plans in the pipeline and 
international links that offer talented 
youngsters a ladder of opportunity 
to race in Europe. 

This weekend, Jackson is behind the wheel of 
his beloved #80 Audi R8 LMS Evo GT3 with 
his pupil Kwanda Mokoena pedaling the blue 
and pink Amandla Coal-backed Audi R8 GT4  

 

 

 

 

 

42-year-old Jackson was born and raised in 
Strand, Cape Town, before heading to 
Worcester to attend high-school. Like most 
youngsters, he played rugby (1st Team) and 
cricket and participated in athletics, where he 
held the javelin record until very recently. 

The motorsport bug bites 

Eight years ago, Jackson’s brother-in-law 
Gerhard Fourie was racing in club level Super 
Saloons and suggested that he too, should 
give it a try.  Jackson had a client who owned 
an Audi TT, a car he really wanted. He’d said 
to his client to keep him in mind if he ever 
wanted to sell it. 

Shortly after that conversation, his client 
phoned and offered the TT to Jackson for  

 

 

 

 

 

R15 000 – because the engine had caught fire. 
With little knowledge but an abundance of 
enthusiasm (after all, ignorance is bliss!), he 
and Renier du Plessis started converting the 
TT into a race car and he soon started to 
compete in a few races at Midvaal Raceway.  

 



 

 

 

There, he met Adrian Dalton, who introduced him to Sarel Eloff from 8V Performance who helped develop the 
Audi’s engine and turbo with Big Boss Auto adding some of their magic into the mix as well. The Audi project 
created a great deal of excitement and offers of assistance kept rolling in. James Kani pitched in with shock-
absorber settings and set-up.  

So the car was there, ready to race. But Jackson knew nothing about setting up a race car. 

Enter Oom Piet Kruger, who at the time prepared many of the Polo Cup cars. Oom Piet trained the fledgling 
team on alignment, ride height, camber and other ‘black art’ racing requirements to compete successfully. 

The car was developed to its maximum development potential at which point it started to develop reliability 
issues, so  Jackson decided to buy an Audi R8 GT4, the first such car on the African continent. Having a 
sophisticated race car required a knowledgeable support crew; Cheyenne Erasmus and Armand Beukes 

joined MJR Motorsport to look after the electronics and IT, along with Gerald Ekron whose task is to make sure 
the motor goes when it should. 

Jackson raced the GT4 in the G+H Sprint series in 2020 and 2021 before upgrading the car to a GT4 Evo 2 
spec. 

Racing with the Big Boys 

Jackson jumped in – (racing) boots and all and bought an Audi R8 LMS Evo GT3. The car was delivered in the 
week of the Kyalami 9-Hour in February this year, so he handed the keys over to 17-year-old Mikaeel 
Pitamber who raced for the first hour, using the opportunity as a shake-down session to make sure everything 
worked. 

 



 

 

 

The future 

MJR Motorsport has raised the bar in terms of professionalism. The team 
has grown to seven full-time technicians, all kitted out with AudiSport 
Customer Racing race suits while the team’s parts travel In custom-made  
flight cases inside the their transporter, which is fully connected to the 
internet and features a comfortable lounge for team meetings, meals or 
just relaxing.  

With up to seven Audi R8s racing in South Africa by the end of the year 
and into 2023, Jackson is in advanced negotiations to import two 
containers of AudiSport parts to supply the growing fleet of Audi racing 
customers in South Africa.  Everything that is required to build (or re-
build) an Audi R8 GT3 or GT4 from bumper to bumper, should the need 
arise, will be available from MJR Motorsport. 

Fun facts 

The Audi R8 LMS Evo GT3’s 
normally-aspirated 5.2l V10 engine 
sips fuel at a rate of 13l/100km. 
Marius requires around 100 litres of 
the nectar to complete a one-hour 
race. The top speed at the end of the 
Aldo Scribante straight was 243km/h 
while the sweep is taken at around 
200km/h. 

The 1235kg car is capable of 
pumping out 430KW, depending on 
series organizer’s Balance of 
Performance requirements. 
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TITANIC SA ENDURANCE TITLE CHASE RESUMES  

PREVIEW: SA Endurance Championship 

The third and fourth rounds of the SA Endurance Championship 
form part of the Southern Africa Endurance Series’ Winter 
Motorsport Festival at the historic East London Grand Prix Circuit 
this weekend with two four-hour endurance races to entertain 
racing fans. 

In another first for the championship, Saturday’s race features a 
pre-dawn 6am start, racing from darkness into daylight, mimicking 
the famous Bathurst-12 hour race. 

One of the fastest teams and a favourite to claim overall honours 
should be Hein Lategan, partnered by his famous racing son 
Henk, who will debut their brand new BBR Racing Porsche 992-
specification 911 GT3. Lategan claimed a stunning victory from 
the back-of-the-grid at round two in his season debut. 

It won’t be plain sailing for the Porsche crew, as they will come 
under huge pressure from the Auto Investments Ligier JS53-
Honda of Riaan Botma and the talented Jeffrey Kruger. The Ligier 
has yet to enjoy a trouble-free weekend, but is fast enough to 
hold second place in the championship standings in spite of their 
mechanical maladies; the pair will be aiming for a clean run and a 
first victory of their campaign to take them to the top of the 
standings. 

Heading the points log is the Class E leader Colin Ellison (Titan 
Historic F1 Racing Backdraft-Lexus) who will have two different 
co-drivers this weekend. Bevan Swartz takes the wheel for 
Friday’s race, with the returning Christopher Radloff joining the 
team on Saturday, looking to hold the lead in the class fight as 
well as in the overall standings.  

Consistency has been key for the Ben Morgenrood Ford and 
Mazda Backdraft entry of Benjamin and Crisjan Morgenrood, who 
will be joined again by their famous racing father Ben. The 
younger Morgenroods hold third in the standings. 
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Mikaeel Pitamber, the first round winner, is back from his DTM 
Trophy campaign, joined on this occasion by young karter 
Keshan Naicker in a Creative Ink-backed BMW 325i. 

Steve Clark and Brian Martin will share their Backdraft Slingshot 
on Friday, following a stunning second overall last time out, with 
Mike McLaughlin joining Clark behind the wheel for Saturday’s 
race.  

Trevor Graham will be joined by lady racer Fabienne Lanz in a 
Backdraft-Lexus, and may be joined by Martin on Saturday. 

Brad Anassis, the fastest man in Africa on two-wheels, will go 
back to his four-wheeled racing roots, sharing a Czank Racing 
Backdraft with fellow former bike drag racer Craig Czank. The 
vastly experienced crew will be watched with interest as they 
adapt to ‘slow-and-steady’ compared to their heady bike drag 
racing days. 

Another father and son team, Barend and Harm Pretorius, line up 
in their Team Pesty Racing Backdraft. A repeat of their top six 
finish in Port Elizabeth will be their aim, following a retirement 
from the opening round. 

Team Qhubani features an exciting duo of talent in the form of 
Fikile Holomisa and Baphumze Rubuluza; the pair has improved 
steadily since their debut and lie fifth in the championship 
standings thanks to consistent and quick drives. A repeat class E 
podium will be their aim in East London. 

Philip Meyer, Mark Harvey and Dean Wolson raced to fifth overall 
in the Pple Group/Adapt Backdraft Lexus at the previous round. 
The racing amongst the Class E Backdrafts is a highlight of the 
series, with positions changing by the hour as pit-stop strategies 
come into play. A repeat top five overall position and class 
podium is very much a reality for the multi-driver crew. 

Rounding out the entry list is the Kalex Volkswagen Polo driven 
by Polo Cup lady racer Karah Hill and the experienced Trevor 
Bland. The Polo has proven to be an effective weapon in the SA 
Endurance Championship as the cars run like clockwork, so a top 
result shouldn’t cause a surprise. 

Four free practice sessions on Thursday lead up to qualifying at 
15h20. The first four-hour race has an early 08h55 start on Friday 
morning, followed by an even earlier start for Saturday’s race, 
scheduled to get underway in darkness at 06h00. 

Tickets are available at the gate or from the SAES website, 
www.saeseries.com/shop. Prices are R100 for Friday, (R50 after 
the racing); Saturday tickets cost R100, while a weekend pass 
costs R150.  
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PHOTOGRAPHY 

HINTS FOR 

SPECTATORS 

 

Eric Buijs 

The East London Grand Prix 
circuit is a venue that requires 
planning, because it’s a place 
that you are either IN or OUT. It 
is the only track in South Africa 
that you can’t cross during a 
race, so you have to decide 
before the start of a session or 
race if you are going to be 
shooting on the outside or on 
the inside of the circuit. I 
generally try to get my images 
from the outside of the track 
during one of the practice 
sessions or during warm up. If 
you are on the outside of the 
track, during a race, you will 
miss out on all the action in the 
pits as well as the podium 
ceremony. Moreover, all the 
food stalls are on the inside of 
the track as well! 

The great thing about the East 
London track is that you can 
drive to most of the shooting 
spots. On the outside of the 
track you can literally drive from 
Beacon Bend to Rifle Bend on 
the embankment. The outside / 
exit of Beacon Bend is a great 
starting point for your 
photographic journey. It’s a slow 
speed corner and you will 
usually find a group of cars in 
one shot.  

[continued on next page] 

David Ledbitter  

Eric is quite right about having to 
plan your day as there is neither a 
tunnel nor a bridge to cross from the 
inside of the circuit to the outside. 
East London is unique in that 
spectators drive across the physical 
track during a scheduled break 
between sessions. 

I really enjoy the outside of Beacon 
Bend as you can capture a racing 
image with the sea in the 
background.  Only Dezzi raceway 
offers that background to a land-
locked Gautenger. 

One of my other favourite places to 
shoot at relatively low shutter speeds 
is on the inside of Beacon Bend in 
the run up to the braking zone, again 
with the sea as a backdrop. 

The Complex is everyone’s favourite 
as there is so much variety, as Eric 
mentioned. I go for group shots 
wherever possible. 

Another corner I enjoy is the exit of 
the complex, as you’re quite high 
relative to the cars on track, and 
again, the big duck pond (aka 
ocean) is in the background.  

While the pits are out of bounds 
during the race, you can watch the 
pit stop action from the outside of the 
main straight.[continued on next 
page] 
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The notorious Potters Pass is 
difficult to shoot as the 
distance from your vantage 
point to the track is a long, 
long way away due to the 
huge run-off area.  At Rifle 
Bend on the other hand, you 
can get really close, but it is 
challenging as the car’s 
speed is the highest around 
the circuit. On the outside of 
‘Rifle’ you don’t need a low 
shutter speed in order to get 
a great panning shot. 
Moreover, you don’t need a 
long lens either, which 
makes it a great photo 
opportunity for most 
photographers. 

On the inside of the track, 
you will find yourself in “the 
complex”. It is the 
combination of The Esses 
and Cox Corner, which 
consists of five corners in 
total. It is worth the effort to 
start at one end and work 
yourself around the different 
corners. You will find endless 
opportunities to shoot 
magnificent images. There’s 
simply enough variety to play 
with and the speeds in the 
complex are relatively low, so 
you will be able to nail sharp 
images all time. 

 

If you want to take you 
photography ambitions to the 
next level, you should 
consider a MSA (Motorsport 
South Africa) media trainee 
program. You will get a one-
year MSA trainee media 
accreditation, with a full 
training programme and a 
mentor to guide you. For more 
information go to: 
www.motorsport.co.za  

Enjoy the racing and stay 
safe. 
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Races are remembered for its winners, weather conditions or epic battles that have taken 
place, yet a new lap record is rarely what a race is remembered for. In case of the East 
London Grand Prix Circuit, a lap record should deserve more recognition. This story 
is all about a battle for the lap record and the key role that Potters Pass played out to  
be. 

Back in 2018, two gentlemen racers, Craig Jarvis and Simon Murray brought the  
ultimate race weapon to the South African Endurance Series; the Ginetta P57.  
A LMP3, 900kg endurance monster with a 6,3 litre V8 power source.  

Driven by results and performance each team brought in a pro driver to  
push the G57s to the limit. That’s where the two gingers come into the  
story. Gavin Cronje, the “old” veteran with a long list of international  
successes and the young rising star Stuart “Stuwie” White. Cronje  
joined Simon Murray whilst Stuart White shared the car with Craig  
Jarvis.  

Due to business commitments of both team owners, the two  
Ginettas didn’t compete against each other at every race  
meeting, but on Friday 26th October 2018 both G57s were  
offloaded at the East London Grand Prix circuit, the temple of  
speed.  

It was clear from the onset that this four hour race wasn’t about  
the overall victory alone. The long standing lap record was due to  
be broken by either one of the teams and the first benchmark was set  
for qualifying and pole position. It had been a long time since the Prince  
George Circuit had seen such fast racing cars on its tarmac. 

In the early morning of Friday 26th October, Simon Murray and Gavin Cronje were the very 
first team to go out for opening practice. Anticipation was on a high and for this occasion,  

Simon Murray had changed his livery 
to his favourite movie, “ Talladega 
Nights; The Ballad of Ricky Bobby.” 
When the track opened, it was Gavin 
Cronje who drove the “Wonder” G57 
first. It took him only two laps to warm 
up the car and its tyres for his first 
flying lap of the weekend. The first flyer 
clocked a 1min 14 sec, which was 
already an unofficial lap record. 

POTTERS 

PASS 
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Things changed rapidly for Gavin after his initial  
fast lap. “I remember it very well; approaching  
Potters Pass in sixth gear and with the huge  
aero package and fresh tyres, it felt right to  
take the corner of corners flat out,” Gavin  
recalls. Cronje indeed took Potters flat-out in  
sixth gear and the telemetry revealed an  
entry speed of 278 km/h. “Just as I exited  
Potters I felt the left rear twitch slightly and I  
decided to lift ahead of Rifles Corner in  
order to avoid further strain on the car and  
to bring it back to the pits for further  
inspection.  

A first inspection by the team engineers  
revealed that that upright bearing on left rear  
suspension had failed. The malfunction of the part  
was immediately reported to Ginetta’s HQ in the UK  
where the news was received with disbelief.  

The particular component was designed to withstand forces  
up to 240km/h and in three years of the G57 in active duty,  
none of the parts on any of the G57s had ever failed in the real- 
world laboratory of racing. After the telemetry was sent to Ginetta’s  
incredulous engineers, they could only conclude that the particular  
bearing wasn’t “Potters proof”! 

To put that statement in perspective, no other track in the world had ever  
given the car so much strain as our very own Potters Pass. Not Maggots  
(Silverstone), Eau Rouge or Blanchimont (Spa) or Curveone (Misano) matches the  
same forces.  

“Potters Pass looks like an easy corner to take flat out, but trust me when I say that at over 250 km/h, 
Potters becomes a serious sharp turn,” Gavin explained. In his international career he still thinks the Pass 
is the most challenging corner you can approach. “Into the mix of it all comes the fact that it’s a public road, 
with plenty of bumps.” 

The much anticipated battle between Team Jarvis and Murray 
unfortunately came to an end after that opening practice.  

Days after the 2018 South African Endurance Series round in East 
London, Ginetta issued a safety release to all the G57 owners to 
upgrade the rear bearings to the LMP1 specs. It is the tale of how 
Potters Pass earned an international reputation known as “The Corner 
of all Corners”.  

A year later, Stuart White managed  to break the lap record with the 
same Ginetta G57. To date, the record still stands at 1 minute and 
15,911 sec. 
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